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December 2020 
FOR PRIVATE CIRCULATION ONLY

A     teenage girl, heavily pregnant,  
has travelled a long and 

arduous journey. Suddenly, she 
knows the baby is going to arrive, 
and soon. She is in a strange 
place, and she is in want. A man 
has brought his wife to his village. 
He finds that there is no place 
to stay, and she is about to give 
birth. As protector and provider,  
he is desperately in want. And then 
the innkeeper reaches out to share 
what he has. It may not have been 
much, but the stable was a shelter 
from the cold desert winds, and the 
manger with fresh hay was a soft 
and fragrant bed for the new-born 
infant. The little family’s most basic 
needs were met. And one would 
like to think that the innkeeper’s 
hospitality extended to food, and 
that his wife would have assisted 
the first-time mother with the birth.  
A family in want. A family 
reaching out to take care of  
their need. 

The Archdiocesan Vision Statement 
for the SCCs since last year is a 
call to each one of us to unite in 
a common cause to ensure that 
“NO ONE IS IN WANT” in our 
families, in our communities and 
in our neighbourhood. The Vision 
Statement compels us to “act” out 

VOICE OF THE SMALL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES

Community

our Christian values and duties, 
to ensure that the basic needs of a 
human being viz. Food, Education 
and Medical Assistance are met 
with dignity. The pandemic has 
made us realise that we cannot 
isolate ourselves from the plight of 
our suffering brothers and sisters. 
The SCCs in our Archdiocese have 
risen to this challenge with a deep 
sense of commitment, providing 
food and water, medicines, 
running errands for senior citizens, 
cooking food in their own homes 
and distributing food packets to 
the hungry, irrespective of their 
religious orientation, visiting and 
caring for the homebound, the 
hospitalised, the migrants, people 
rendered jobless by the pandemic, 
helping students with school fees, 
mobile phones and tablets so 
that their studies do not suffer. 
These are just some of the acts of 
kindness emanating out of love for 
the helpless and hapless of society.  
The SCCs in every nook and 
corner of the city of Mumbai and 
its outskirts have been beacons 
of light and hope to thousands of 
our stranded brothers and sisters 
during this pandemic, and are 
continuing their good work with an 
unquenchable zeal and fiery passion. 

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE  
FOR OUR TIME

“Let each of you look not  
only to his own interests, 
but also to the interests 

of others. Have this mind 
among yourselves, which  
is yours in Christ Jesus 

who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing 

to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, by taking the form 

of a servant, being born 
in the likeness of men. ”  

(Phil. 2:4-7)
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And this is an aspect of Christmas that must touch 
our hearts especially now, when times are hard for 
so many who are in need—those whose shelter is 
precarious, those who struggle for their very basic 
necessities, those who have no one to turn to,  
those who have special needs—all those who feel that 
there is ‘no room for them in the Inn’. 

How can we bring CHRISTmas to them? Perhaps by 
listening with our hearts, by speaking the language 
of love, by walking the path of service and answering 
the call to ensure ‘no one in want’. While we may 
be unable to physically connect with one another, 
we can still reach out in so many ways. If we  
are preparing sweets, we could make a little extra  
for the families that cannot; perhaps we can provide 
gifts for children whose families are unable to afford 
one; we could arrange virtual visits and a chat 

with those who live alone and cannot join their 
families; those who have musical talents and play 
an instrument could arrange a Christmas Carol 
programme and share it on social media. There are 
so many ways. All we have to do is find out the need 
and fill it with sensitivity and love. We can be the 
stable and the manger for those who cannot find 
room in the Inn. 

This Christmas, I invite you to give from the 
generosity of your hearts, ‘looking out for the 
interests of others…having the mind of Jesus’.  
The Babe of Bethlehem chose to adopt our 
likeness and dwelt among us.  
May you find His presence 
in your homes and in 
your Communities  
this Christmas.

X Barthol Barretto
Auxiliary Bishop of Bombay & 

Bishop in-charge of SCCs, Archdiocese of Bombay

ARTICLES

The Catechism of the Catholic Church says: “Prayer 
is the life of the new heart. It ought to animate us at 
every moment... But we cannot pray ‘at all times’ if we 
do not pray at specific times, consciously willing it”  
(CCC 2697). We come before the Lord with a 
desire for ‘a new heart’ when we find time for prayer 
throughout our day. The Church invites us to pray in 
many different ways. We can recite the Rosary, pray 
the liturgy of the hours, learn about the lives of the 
saints, celebrate the liturgical year through feast days, 
lift up our hearts in song or silence, and above all, 
participate in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

The season of Advent (from the Latin word 
‘adventus’, meaning ‘coming’) is one such time of 
prayer in preparation for the birth of Christ - a time 
of prayerful longing and prayerful waiting for His 
‘coming’. It should be a time filled with joy when 
we ponder the gift of God’s love, open our hearts to 
receive and open our hands to give. Advent begins 
the liturgical year. It begins on the Sunday closest to 

the last day in November. In our tradition, Advent is 
a time to prepare by praying.

Advent traditions are numerous. We do not always 
know their exact origin, but they have been lived in 
the hearts of the faithful. If traditions are lived and 
understood, they can bring families closer to Christ 
and transform the hearts of those who participate in 
them. Such traditions can also create an interesting 
prayerfulness about them. What are some of the 
Advent traditions we can introduce into our families 
this Advent season, especially as we celebrate Advent 
at home?

Preparing our homes – Our homes should reflect 
our readiness for Christ’s birth. Clean your home 
together, simplify, share. Children can help to prepare 
a box for the poor and the lonely. You can donate 
extra clothing and household items, make sweets 
together and share them with the less fortunate, or 
save them for the joyous time of Christmas. Work on 
Christmas cards and gifts can begin early in Advent, 

An  Advent  At Home
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so that you can ‘rest your heart’ during the final days 
of Advent.

Preparing our hearts – Just as we prepare our homes, 
we should prepare our hearts. This is the time to 
frequent the Sacrament of Reconciliation, for longer 
family prayer, and for the family to draw closer to the 
mystery of Christ’s Incarnation.

Advent Angels – At the beginning of Advent, each 
family member can secretly pick a name of another 
member of the family, and become his or her Advent 
angel. Prayers, sacrifices and acts of kindness can 
be privately offered and exercised daily. During the 
Christmas season, small homemade gifts can be 
exchanged between the ‘angels’. This prolongs the 
joy of Christmas, encourages creativity, and teaches 
children and adults to discover unique talents they 
can share with others.

Celebrating the Saints’ feast days – There are many 
beautiful feast days during Advent to celebrate. I will 
mention just a few. You can honour Saint Nicholas 
(December 06) by learning about his life. Prepare a 
play about him, or watch a movie based on Saint 
Nicholas. Children could write letters to the Christ 
Child, and deliver them through Saint Nicholas. 
These letters may be filled with the children’s thanks 
for the past year and their hopes for the year to  
come. You could make decorative Christmas-themed 
candles on the Feast of Saint Ambrose (December 
07), the patron saint of candle-makers. While 
remembering our Mother Mary, you can also prepare 
a small gift for an expectant mother you know on the 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception (December 08). 
Decorate your house with lights on the Feast of Saint 
Lucy (December 13), whose name means ‘light’. 
Prepare best out of waste Christmas decoration, sing, 
celebrate, eat your meals together, find the time… 
Prepare your homes and hearts for Christ!

Nativity Scene/Crib – Saint Francis of Assisi began 
the custom of the scene of the Nativity, when he 
celebrated Christmas with his brothers at Greccio in 
1223, with a Bethlehem scene which included live 
animals. This tradition quickly spread, and people 
began to construct their own nativity scenes in their 
homes. Children take a great joy in helping to set up 
a nativity scene. The crib may be made from various 
materials. Simplicity and beauty go often hand 
in hand. You may set up your entire scene during 
Advent, leaving the crib empty for the Christ Child to 
arrive on Christmas Eve. Or you may set up the scene 
slowly, day by day, with Joseph and Mary arriving in 
Bethlehem last. In bigger homes, Mary and Joseph 
can also ‘travel’ to Bethlehem, as they move slowly 
across your rooms every day, until they reach the 
stable. Another activity can be wherein every day of 
Advent, each member of the family places a piece of 
hay for a good deed done by them in the manger. In 
this way, by Christmas Eve, you would have created a 
soft bed of hay by your good deeds for baby Jesus to 
sleep on.

Carolling – The tradition of carolling is owed to 
Saint Francis as well. Children especially enjoy 
the beauty and joy expressed in Christmas Carols. 
However, Christmas carols should be sung at 
Christmas. During Advent, we are still waiting. Our 
music should express this waiting and longing for the 
Messiah. There are many beautiful Advent hymns. 
Learn one new hymn every week of Advent with 
your family, and sing it as a conclusion to your daily 
family prayer. Your waiting will be rewarded with a 
profound joy at Christmas time. Similarly, during 
the last week of Advent, i.e. from December 17-24,  
the family prayer could end with a Christmas Carol.

An old German Advent Carol sings about the Christ 
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Child carried under Mary’s heart, as she wanders 
through the forest where nothing had grown for seven 
years. As she walks through the forest, roses begin to 
bloom everywhere. I am sure we will all agree that 
2020 has not been much different from that barren 
forest, filled with anxiety and fear. As we celebrate 

Advent at home, let us carry Christ with Mary this  
Advent/Christmas season, and experience our 
lives blooming with hope, peace and joy as we look 
forward to the New Year.

Fr Vincent D’Cruz 
(Compiled from various sources)

CHRISTMAS

When Jesus Bridged the Spiritual Distance Between 
 God and Humanity

“Christmas  
is JOY…  

an inner joy 
of LIGHT and 

PEACE!”
- Pope Francis

Come December, and there is magic in the air.  
The whole world is lit up with bright star-shaped 
LIGHTS, and the melodious sound of carols seems 
to fill the air with a calm and PEACE that is otherwise 
not very evident. One can sense JOY through the 
smiles of one another, as we cross paths, even as we 
go about our mundane chores. The Christmas story 
captures the heart in a way that transcends all the 
commercial hype. The story of Christmas with all the 
images of angels and a young mother, of shepherds 
and a stable, of wise men and royal intrigue makes 
the season captivating. Even as we prepare ourselves 
during the season of Advent for Christ’s coming, we 
are constantly looking for ways to give and share love 
and joy around.

Hey, wait! Does it feel the same this year? 2020 
has given us an experience of a lifetime. No one 
may have ever imagined to be stuck in the midst 
of a pandemic with the fear of contracting a virus 
that could be fatal. So, do I share a warm hug with 

someone I meet? Can I shake hands with someone 
to show I care? Could I stay a little longer in the 
company of someone who needs a listening ear? 
Questions keep flashing through our minds as we see 
someone approaching. Face masks, hand sanitisers 
and social distancing have become the new normal.  
It has been a difficult time this year with the loss 
of jobs, pay cuts and people being displaced from 
their homes. Most of us have tried to stay indoors 
following the norms, and ventured outside only 
when necessary. And this has applied to everything, 
even participating in the Eucharist. Though churches 
have opened now, and it feels great to be able to 
receive Holy Communion, it is weird to sit so far 
from one another, not to be able to wish each other 
physically, nor indulge in the usual greetings after the 
Eucharist. The Eucharist streamed online has been a 
saving grace, though one still longs for the personal 
touch and warmth of participating in the Eucharist 
with the community.

While we may feel a bit alone during this time 
apart, it is good for us to remember that God's love 
is big enough to bridge the gaps created by social 
distancing. Spending time away from our churches, 
routines, friends and families can make us feel 
isolated and alone—not only from one another, but 
also from God. However, we need to know that 
while the touch of Christ can create an impact of 
great magnitude, He understands the situation we 
are in, and reaches out to us even from afar… like 
He healed the centurion’s son. Nothing can separate 
us from the love of God… Romans 8:39. Even 
when we feel distant and alone and far from God,  
we are not.
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SCCs IN OUR ARCHDIOCESE

The Birth of Jesus brings us the good 
news that we are loved immensely 
and uniquely by God. This Christmas, 
let us ask Mary, the Mother of Jesus 
and our mother, to be able to see in 
our neighbour the face of Jesus, God 
made man. 

– Pope Francis

The only thing really that can distance us from God 
is Sin, but we have received Salvation through Jesus 
who became the Spiritual bridge between God and 
Man. Through Jesus, our relationship with God has 
been restored, and is there to stay. Let us remember 
that God’s love will bridge the distance between us, 

Monica Rodrigues 
St Blaise Church, Amboli

Virtual, yet  Active
Over the weekend of December 04-06, 2020,  
the Parish SCC Coordinators, Deanery Priest 
Coordinators of Small Christian Communities 
(SCCs), as well as several Parish Priests and/
or Priests in-charge of the SCCs, came 
together on a virtual platform to meet with  
Bp Barthol Barretto, 
Bishop in-charge of the 
SCCs in our Archdiocese, 
“to share, to listen and to 
prepare.” There were five 
separate meetings that had a  
total of 144 participants 
across 10 deaneries—a 
heartening experience, as 
many of them put it.

After an opening prayer, 
Bishop Barthol thanked 
each one for making it 
convenient to attend the 
meeting, in spite of their busy 
schedules. He was eager to  

meet all the Parish SCC Coordinators 
(PSCs) physically, but because of the 
ongoing pandemic, he was forced to have an  
online meeting.
The PSCs were requested to share their experiences 
by reporting on what was being done in their 

respective parishes vis a vis 
SCCs. The PSCs and some 
of the Priests in-charge 
of the SCCs reported on  
various topics:

On the outreach front, 
in the fight against the 
ongoing pandemic, the 
SCC Coordinators had 
reached out to the poor 
and the needy of their 
parishes through the 
distribution of rations 
and other essential items, 
not only to Christians, 

and even though we cannot be together physically, 
we can continue to care for one another. All we 
must do is to ‘Walk His Talk’ and ‘Live His Way’ by 
reaching out in little ways to various people around 
us, like the aged neighbour in need, or the domestic 
who doesn’t have enough to feed her family, or to the 
returning migrant who still doesn’t have a job, etc. 
Only then would we be able to spread the Joy and 
Light and Peace of Christ, and then it will surely feel 
like Christmas.

Come, let us put on our masks of prudence, sanitise 
ourselves with God’s Word, maintain distancing 
from sin, and love one another as Christ loves us.  
This Christmas, let hope warm your heart, love  
warm your family, and the Holy Spirit warm all 
humankind, that all people may experience Christ’s 
comfort and joy during the season of Christmas  
and always.



CELEBRATING  COMMUNITY - APRIL 20206
CELEBRATING  COMMUNITY

but also to people of other faiths.  
The sick were assisted and admitted in hospital, and in 
many SCCs, the SCC Animators helped the families 
at the funerals of their loved ones. Financial aid was 
also given in most of the parishes to ensure that NO 
ONE WAS IN WANT. Some parishes distributed 
smartphones to poor children for online education. 
Some special initiatives included Counsellors for the 
seniors and those in distress in their parish, a 24x7 
Helpline to reach out to the seniors and homebound, 
and tapping NGOs to assist those who were jobless.

Virtual meetings of PPC, Steering Committee, 
Core Group, Community and Clusters were being 
conducted in the parishes. Other online meetings 
and celebrations included prayer meetings and 
prayer services, Community Novenas, daily/weekly 
Rosaries, Girl Child Day and Children’s Day 
celebrations, Christ the King Feast, Parish Feasts, 
Birthday/Anniversary celebrations, etc. The circulars 
sent by Bp Barthol were shared with all the SCC 
Coordinators, who in turn shared the same with 
the Animators and other families in the SCCs.  
The monthly papers were discussed in the Core 
Group and Cluster meetings, with the recommended 
prayers and other activities being conducted in the 
families during special events/occasions.

A few SCCs did find it a challenge to conduct the 
online meetings. Bp Barthol encouraged the PSCs, 
and emphasised that it was important for the SCCs 
and Clusters to meet and share on a regular basis.  
He appreciated the excellent work done by the SCCs 
to ensure that No One is in Want - the Archdiocesan 
SCC vision. He then briefed the participants: 

The Parish SCC Coordinators 
should ensure that all SCCs conduct 
the Core Group and cluster meetings 
regularly. The youth, who were 

mobile savvy, could be contacted for assistance to set 
up virtual meetings. In case of network connectivity 
issues, he suggested the use of WhatsApp group 
phone calls. Bishop Barthol requested the PSCs to 
keep in touch, to stay connected with one another, 
and to ensure that no one is deprived of food, 
medicine, etc.

 
 
Of the 115 parishes having SCCs, 
103 Quarterly Reports were received 
for the Quarter July to September 
2020, which was a very good 

achievement. The next Quarterly Report for the 
quarter October to December 2020 should reach the 
SCC Office by email (bombayscc@gmail.com) by 
January 15, 2021. Those SCCs that were unable to 
have online meetings were requested to report on the 
activities done in their SCCs.

The Archdiocesan SCC newsletter, 
‘Celebrating Community’, could 
not be printed due to constraints on 
account of the pandemic. A soft copy 
of the December 2020 issue would be 

sent to each PSC, as soon as it was ready; they could 
then disseminate it to the parishioners. The next 
issue of the newsletter is scheduled for April 2021.
Those desiring to report interesting happenings in 
their SCCs were requested to e-mail the same with 
high resolution photographs by the first week of  
March 2021.

The Archdiocesan SCC website  
(www.mumbaiscc.in) is being 
updated regularly by the Archdiocesan 
Resource Team (ART) and CCC.  

It features reports, articles, tips for sustaining clusters, 
environment videos, etc. The link could be shared with 
the SCCs; encourage as many people to log onto the  
website regularly.

In conclusion, Bp Barthol thanked all the priests who 
participated in the meeting; he was strengthened 
by their support. He thanked the PSCs for their 
support and the commendable work. Last but not 
the least, he thanked the Deanery Coordinators for 
their continuous support. As we prepare ourselves 
spiritually to receive Jesus at Christmas, he wished 
everyone a Happy Christmas 2020 and a Blessed 
New Year 2021.

- Collated from the Minutes of the meetings

MEETINGS

QUARTERLY REPORTS

CELEBRATING  COMMUNITY

SCC WEBSITE
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SCCs IN ACTION

Parish Community Engagement
The year 2020 has been quite a rollercoaster, with each day bringing a new challenge and experience. Keeping aside the  
negativity that surrounds us, the lockdown gave each of  us a chance to learn some skill we always wanted to, complete that  
one book, and most importantly, spend more than a few minutes with our loved ones.

ACTIVE YOUTH PARTICIPATION

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND LOCAL SUPPORT HELPLINE

This pandemic actually showcased a different aspect 
of the youth. We had our youth helping families 
and senior citizens by running small errands for 
them, buying groceries, medicines, staying in 

touch with them, etc. The coordination of these youth and the  
response received was overwhelming, and has set a  
wonderful example. 

This pandemic actually 
showcased a different aspect of 
the youth. We had our youth 
helping families and senior 

citizens by running small errands for them, 
buying groceries, medicines, staying in touch 
with them, etc. The coordination of these youth 
and the response received was overwhelming, 
and has set a wonderful example. 

As a matter of fact, there has been more 
coordination during these times. All the core 
group members have been regularly in touch 
with members in their respective communities, 
especially the senior citizens and the sick. 
 The members have assisted with arrangements 
of doctor’s visits to homes of the sick, organised 
rations, monetary aid, funeral formalities, and 
in many other ways.

As a matter of fact, there has been more 
coordination during these times. All the core 
group members have been regularly in touch 
with members in their respective communities, 
especially the senior citizens and the sick. 
 The members have assisted with arrangements 
of doctor’s visits to homes of the sick, organised 
rations, monetary aid, funeral formalities,  
and in many other ways.

MARIAN NITE 2020
This year, all of us are surely missing our get-togethers with 
friends and fellow parishioners. With this in mind, the team 
at Holy Cross Church, Kurla decided to celebrate Mother 
Mary’s birthday on a virtual platform this year. 

Marian Nite 2020 began with the idea of bringing 
to light the vast talents of our parishioners. 
The theme for the programme was ‘Mary and 
the Girl Child’. The programme received an 
overwhelming response with over 20 entries 
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from the various Communities and participants from 
all age groups; it was a perfect blend of song, dance, 
acts, and even poetry. An act beautifully brought out 
the struggles faced by women today and compared 
them to the Seven Sorrows of Mary with the help of a 
poem and song, while another used dance to portray 
the true value of a girl child and her inner struggles. 
Puppet Andy and Fabian made sure we were in splits 
throughout the show. Each of the performances 
was a hit—be it contemporary dance, choral singing,  
or even some good old Bollywood songs.

Our A-team of li’l comperes - Aaron, Arel, Arlene 
and Adelia - made sure the show ran smoothly.  

What started out as a casual idea turned out to be 
a great success in the parish community. Everyone 
enjoyed watching the Marian Nite in the comfort 
of their homes with their family. They thanked the 
team and applauded the participants, many of whom 
were first-time performers. 

These times have really taught us that nothing is 
impossible if you have the desire to learn. It has 
opened up new avenues for us to evangelize and 
reach out. Marian Nite was just the beginning of our 
journey of fellowship as a Parish Community.

Rufiana Menezes 
Parish SCC Coordinator, Holy Cross Church, Kurla (West)

HOW WE MET THE PANDEMIC CHALLENGE
Although the pandemic and lockdown situation 
began before Holy Week, that did not deter us in 
any way. The Holy Week Services were recorded 
and streamed on YouTube for the parishioners, who 
attended and participated with the same fervour had 
our church been open to them.

Regular rations were also distributed by the Dolours 
Centre for Empowerment, in collaboration with 
St Vincent de Paul Society members, to help the 
distressed families enjoy good meals during the 
lockdown period. Later, rations were distributed at 
both the parish level and the community level, to 
ensure that the needy parishioners, as well as needy 
people of other faiths, were supplied with food items.

In June, with the transfers taking place, and none of 
the parishioners being able to visit the parish church, 
a very innovative method of introducing the new 
Parish Team was adopted by Mr Macklin Lacerda, 
who also helped in the relay of the Holy Week 
Services on YouTube. He continues to stream the 
Holy Eucharist on weekends. The daily Masses too 
were being uploaded on Twitch at first by Mr Lloyd 
Nunes, and later on YouTube by the Parish Team.

The Sunday School became functional on the first 
Sunday of July, prior to which meetings for the 
Catechists were conducted. Mr Lloyd Nunes made 
sure all the catechists knew their way around the Zoom 
platform, by giving out step by step instructions on 
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downloading the same and learning the intricacies, 
particularly on preparing videos and PPTs, how to 
share screen, etc. The books and other materials were 
made available to each catechist, and we began in 
right earnest in July.

Parents’ Day was celebrated by the children of the 
Sunday School; a complete video was made of the 
recordings by individual students in their homes. 
Similarly, in most Small Christian Communities 
(SCCs), similar recordings were collated and 
streamed by the Area Coordinators on YouTube. 
The Parish Team was also given a warm felicitation 
on Vianney Sunday by the parishioners. The Sunday 
School Catechists were felicitated on Teachers’ Day in 
September in similar fashion. On August 15, on the 
occasion of Independence Day, the Bombay Catholic 
Sabha members distributed flaxseeds to parishioners 
which were planted in their Communities  
and houses.

Apart from this, the parishioners have been having 
meetings on Zoom/Google for their Animators, 
after each PPC Meeting, which was also conducted 
on Zoom. Calling up neighbours to enquire after 
their health and well-being is being done routinely, 
particularly the elderly. The younger members of the 
SCCs have helped them with their outdoor chores, 
wherever possible. Similarly, birthday wishes and 
wishes on other festive occasions have been shared 
via social media platforms including WhatsApp, 
Zoom etc.

During the months of May and October – 
traditionally Marian months, all the SCCs prayed the 
Rosary, either individually or as families using the 
Zoom App. This custom extended also to the month 
of September, since we celebrate both the birthday of 

Our Blessed Mother and the Feast day of our Parish 
Patroness, Our Blessed Mother of Sorrows. In some 
SCCs, they not only prayed the Rosary, but also  
sang Marian hymns, and had Marian and Bible 
quizzes as well.

In November, we had the official Novena in honour 
of Our Blessed Mother of Sorrows, beginning 
November 06. The Novena concluded on November 
14, with the Feast Day being celebrated on Sunday, 
November 15, 2020, by our Vice-Provincial, Fr Ashley 
Miranda, sdb. The theme for this Novena was the 
latest encyclical of the Holy Father, ‘Fratelli Tutti’.

From Friday, November 20, 2020, the Church 
opened to all the parishioners and devotees for prayer 
and adoration, with all the protocols being followed.

Fr James Nigrel SDB 
Church of Our Lady of Dolours, Wadala (W)

SERVICE TO HUMANITY WITHIN AND BEYOND BOUNDARIES
The COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdown 
came as a rude shock to all of us. Overnight, we were 
confined to our homes by a tiny, invisible virus; quite 
a few small-time businesses shut shop abruptly, thus 
affecting livelihood. The worst hit were the migrant 
workers and daily wage-earners. And so, in a way it 
became our moral responsibility to take up the cause 
of these people and reach out to them, in their hour 

of need. Their plight also encouraged many generous 
donors from our parish of St Vincent Pallotti, Marol 
to reach out both materially and financially to these 
unfortunate members of society. 

The most affected were the three Communities 
comprising 160 families in the Aarey villages, 
belonging to our parish, viz. St Mary’s, Poomeri 
and Velankanni. They were provided with rations 
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from the start of the lockdown. We also organized 
medicines for those suffering from blood pressure, 
diabetes and other ailments. Twenty-three families 
received financial assistance. Packed meals were also 
supplied to many families in the Aarey Colony and 
the surrounding area. Besides these three SCCs, 
we also reached out to those who needed help 
within our own SCCs as well as others, irrespective 
of their religious backgrounds, thus abiding by  
the Archdiocesan SCC Vision Statement of  
‘No One in Want’.

These acts of kindness and generosity brought about 
a spirit of brotherhood among all in the parish. 
Clothes, books, etc. were collected from our parish 
by Sarvadharm (part of the Inter-Religious Dialogue 
Cell) and distributed to the needy students in  
Aarey village, across all categories. Thus, our parish 
ensured that no one was left uncared for in these 
difficult times. 

Many from our parish have worked, and are working 
tirelessly, in the Lord’s Vineyard to better the 
situation of the underprivileged and marginalized, 
by donating generously towards this cause. Youth, 
Women’s Cell, Family Cell, Prayer groups, SCCs, etc. 

have generously reached out to those in need in and 
around Marol, besides extending help beyond the 
boundaries of our parish in the areas of Saki Vihar, 
Jogeshwari, Saki Naka and Malad. We truly believe 
that God has given us this opportunity to serve 
people, irrespective of their geographical location, 
caste and religion, to make us all a part of one big 
family called ‘Humanity’. 

Some of our SCCs also reached out to Navajyothi, a 
home for girls run by the Congregation of the Sisters 
Adorers, a part of our parish. Our parish is proud of 
their contribution. 

There are a few senior citizens in our SCCs, who 
are financially sound, but need assistance with their 
outdoor chores. Our PPC members and Animators 
have willingly helped these senior citizens during the 
lockdown. Some just need someone to talk to them, 
and our Animators have given them a listening ear by 
telephoning the senior citizens and those living alone, 
regularly. Those senior citizens who are available on 
WhatsApp are frequently messaged on their personal 
WhatsApp, to ensure that they are cared for. Truly, 
we tried to live like the early Christian Community 
in our own little way.

Sanjana Zavier Antony 
Parish SCC Coordinator, St Vincent Pallotti Church, Marol
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'NO ONE IN WANT’ WAS OUR MOTTO
The COVID-19 pandemic has taken a toll on our 
lives here and across the world, with countries 
opting to impose a near-total lockdown to curb the 
spread of the disease. Mumbai, in particular, has 
been witnessing a rise in numbers every day, greatly 
affecting all sections of society, with small businesses 
shutting shop almost immediately, resulting in many 
losing their jobs. The two most affected groups were 
the economically underprivileged and the senior 
citizens. Nevertheless, the PPC members and SCC 
Coordinators of Our Lady of Remedy Church, 
Poinsur did their very best to ensure that no one was 
in want. Here’s how we went about it.

The role played by the Animators to reach out to the 
economically underprivileged of the parish and its 
surrounding areas during the pandemic was indeed 
commendable. First, each PPC member identified 
the needy families in their respective SCCs, and 
provided the names to the Parish Office. Groceries 
and provisions were purchased and distributed 
to them, following the safety norms laid down by 
the Government. One SCC distributed rations to 
around 45 families living on the footpath outside 
the church premises, while another SCC helped 
in providing food to a needy family. Through the 
generosity of some of the parishioners, they were also 
able to provide financial assistance to these families. 
Many parishioners came forward to help the workers 
(including people of other faiths) who had lost 
their jobs by providing rations at their own cost.  
Those parents who were unable to pay their children’s 
school fees due to sudden loss of income/jobs, were 
brought to our Parish Priest's attention, and support 
was provided to them.

Allwyn A. Anthony 
Parish SCC Coordinator, Our Lady of Remedy Church, Poinsur

Caring for the elderly was very important; regular 
calls were made to the senior citizens so that they 
didn't feel isolated. Some of the parishioners also 
helped them with their grocery shopping and other 
outdoor chores, as and when the need arose. Some 
senior citizens have been attending the ‘online senior 
citizens’ Zoom meeting’ organized by the parish 
every month. This is an exhilarating experience 
for many, since they can see and interact with one 
another, which was otherwise not possible due  
to the pandemic.

Daily online Masses are held for the benefit of the 
parishioners. The PPC members were informed to 
encourage their community families to attend the 
same. Six couples from different SCCs attended the 
online Pre-Baptismal course organized by the parish, 
and greatly benefited from the course content. 
Some of the SCCs recited the Family Prayer sent by  
Bp Barthol, which was animated via Zoom on 
September 08, 2020. Many of the SCCs conducted 
the Rosary via Zoom; this kept the unity and faith 
alive among the people. One of the PYAT members 
organized an online Rosary for the NYGs conducted 
by the youth; this was well received. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected the world, but 
as followers of Christ, we must be able to stand the 
test of time, and come to the rescue of our brothers 
and sisters. That is the mission of Christ. We thank 
our Clergy Team—Fr Vijay Drego, Fr Desmond 
Fernandes, Fr Edward D’Souza and Br Anand Patil  
for their cooperation, support and prayers in these 
crucial times.
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The lockdown imposed from the midnight of March 
24, 2020, made us captives in our own homes. 
Initially, there was widespread fear and uncertainty 
with thoughts like: am I going to fall prey to the 
virus? What is this virus? Will I survive if I get 
infected? What about my family? and so on. It was 
quite evident that the pandemic was not going to 
end anytime soon. These were, and continue to be, 
troubled times, and thankfully, our churches are 
shouldering the responsibility of reaching out and 
helping the poor who are most affected.

Frs Rudolph Andrades and Baptist Viegas, our Parish 
Clergy Team, together with some of the parishioners, 
set up a community kitchen on the parish grounds, 
where food was cooked, packed and distributed to the 
needy every day. The youth of our parish undertook 
the distribution of the food packets at the Thane 
Railway Station; these angels braved the virus to help 
with the distribution. Our SSVP and BCS members 
joined in to help the families in the parish and others 
too, with rations and money right from April 2020; 
this still continues every month. There were some 
who could not come to the parish to help, but in 
their own way, reached out to the needy. 

With the support and encouragement of Fr Rudolph 
and Fr Baptist, we began our spiritual and other 
activities online, which were much appreciated by 
the parishioners. During the Holy Week, all the 
Masses were streamed live. Each family affixed a 
branch of a plant to their front door or a window 
to celebrate Palm Sunday. On Maundy Thursday, 
in commemoration of the Last Supper, during the 
Mass, the head of each household (male or female) 
was requested to wash the feet of all the other family 
members as a symbolic act of selfless service and 

acceptance of Jesus’ words, “The Son of Man came 
not to be served, but to serve.” During Lent, each 
community prepared a PPT of the 14 Stations of the 
Cross, and forwarded it to their respective families 
with a request to conduct the same in their homes.

Our fun activities included ‘The Great Escape -  
a Quarantine Festival’ – of song, dance, drawing, 
photography and creating ‘TikTok’ videos where all 
could participate. The Digital Media Team of OLMC 
organised online Ludo for Ludo enthusiasts on June 
28, 2020 as weekend entertainment, and online 
housie on July 12.

Sunday School commenced online from June 21, 
2020. The children put up a wonderful act on Parents’ 
Day with the help of the Sunday School teachers; 
the parents could view it on YouTube. The Sunday 
School kids also prepared the Nativity Novena for all 
the nine days with Rosary and a skit in honour of our 
Blessed Mother, which was followed by Holy Mass. 

We celebrated our Parish Feast on September 27, 2020 
with a fun-filled online fiesta and quiz competition 
which was quite enthralling. On the Feast Day, our 
clusters put up a beautiful ensemble of dance, music 
and entertainment, exhibiting the diverse talents 
of our parishioners. In the safety of our homes, the 
virtual celebration ensured that everyone felt the 
warmth, peace, love and compassion of our parish 
community.

In the month of October, the Animators conducted 
online Rosaries for their respective families.

And for our Senior Citizens, Fr Rudolph, our Parish 
Priest, engaged a physiotherapist to speak to them 
every Sunday at 11:00 a.m. for about an hour.

During the Diwali holidays (November 14-15),  
Fr Baptist, our Assistant Parish Priest suggested Bible 
reading by the parishioners, where each family would 
start from the first chapter and continue reading for 
one hour, at the allotted hour.

Christ the King Feast was celebrated on November 
22, 2020. Each community had pre-recorded the 
Rosary which was recited at five different locations 
in the church premises, followed by Benediction and  
Holy Mass.

Sujata D’Souza 
Parish SCC Coordinator, Our Lady of Mercy Church, Pokhran, Thane

COPING IN COVID TIMES
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Dr Leela Francisco D’Souza 
Sacred Heart Church, Santa Cruz

CELEBRATIONS AND OUTREACH
Parents’ Day  
Celebrations in the  
Small Christian Communities

Online Classes made possible for Needy Students

Encouraged by Fr Franklyn Mathias, our Parish Priest, 
we, at Sacred Heart Church, Santa Cruz celebrated 
Parents’ Day in our Small Christian Communities 
(SCCs). Two SCCs—St Francis Xavier (SCC#17)  
and St Joseph (SCC #19)—planned an evening of 
Variety Entertainment on Zoom for two hours.  
This included Community Rosary, followed by  
recorded songs, live singing and a Housie game  
with prizes.

St Francis Xavier (SCC#17) had a LIVE Zoom Event, 
where they contacted the children/grandchildren of 
the community members living abroad prior to the 
event. Those who matched our time zone came online 
on Zoom, and wished their parents, as well as attended 

A few members of the community expressed 
concern that since schools had moved online, many 
parishioners, as well as students of the two Schools 
in our parish viz. St Teresa’s Convent High School 
and Sacred Heart Boys High School, could not afford 
smartphones to attend online classes and do their 
homework and assignments. One of our parishioners, 
Malcolm D’Cruz, had earlier helped NGOs, where 
old computers from his Office were given to the poor 
children of orphanages, etc. 

It was Fr Franklyn who was proactive, and got the 
PPC members and SCC Coordinators into action. 
They identified children from their SCCs, who 
were genuinely in need, as the Coordinators were 
aware of their circumstances. Fr Thomson Kinny 

the Variety Entertainment. It was a real surprise for 
the parents to talk to their children and receive their  
wishes live!

St Joseph (SCC #19) pre-planned a 5-minute 
video section of surprise wishes from children and 
grandchildren living abroad or elsewhere in India/
Mumbai. Each of them sent in cards or video 
recordings of 15 seconds each, wishing their parents. 
Two Animators of the SCC who knew the contacts 
of most of the children and grandchildren, worked 
hard to get these videos prepared and sent, with 
frequent reminders and calls. It was well worth the 
effort! When it was put together with music, it was 
a true surprise and a sentimental moment for the 
parents and grandparents, seeing the loving wishes 
online! We had to also somehow convince the parents 
to come online on some pretext, as they are usually 
reluctant to get involved with digital media.

and the teachers too identified the needy students 
of Sacred Heart Boys High School. The names were 
collected and over 90 Tablets have been gifted so far 
to these children of all religious backgrounds; this 
is an ongoing project. Between Fr Franklyn and 
Malcolm, all plans and arrangements were made. Fr 
Franklyn made appeals for donations for this project 
from parishioners, but funds from the Outreach 
programme and Sacred Heart Boys Poor Children’s 
Fund helped cover some costs.

The girls were given their Tablets on September 
08, Day of the Girl Child. Some children were also 
helped by the Community Animators to learn how 
to operate the Tablets.

From Survival to Revival to Hope
St Andrew’s Church, Bandra West has 17 
Communities, of which 15 are functional. We stay 
connected through our regular Steering Committee 
meetings on Google Meet, and many of the Core 
groups have their meetings on social media platforms. 

During the month of October, the Communities 
met virtually for the Rosary or a Prayer Service. 

How can we as a Community go from Survival to 
Revival? How can we bring hope in the midst of 
despair? This was a PowerPoint Presentation on Pope 
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Francis’ book, ‘Life after the Pandemic’. It contains 
guidelines to build a better world that may be born 
from this crisis of humanity. It has images of the 
work done by various Communities to help people 
in need. 

The feast of St John Marie Vianney was celebrated 
jointly by the SCCs with a virtual felicitation of 
our priests and gratitude for all they do for us.  

With voice-overs and pictorial representation, the life 
of a priest was highlighted, and a song for priests was 
a good finale. It was viewed on YouTube. 

One of the SCCs at Bandstand, Bandra has a large 
population of migrant workers living in a slum 
at Land’s End. When the exodus of the migrants 
started, the SCC helped a few of them with money, 
food and clothes, and saw them off. The younger 
members of the SCC helped clean the homes of 
the seniors, especially those living alone. They also 
offered manicure and pedicure assistance which 
these seniors could not manage on their own.

Keeping children busy during the pandemic is what 
one SCC did; on two occasions, they organized 
Art and Craft Contests for the children on a social  
media platform.

The pandemic brought families together. It infused 
a sense of priority in considering people’s interest 
before money. It gave us time to think of the global 
challenges we have to encounter because of our 
carelessness in using the resources of Mother Nature. 
A new hope has dawned. We have ignited that hope 
through our outreach. It’s time to connect the dots 
and live as one.

Maria D’Souza 
Parish SCC Coordinator, St Andrew Church, Bandra

THE “NEW NORMAL” - A NEW WAY OF LIFE

“THIS TOO SHALL PASS" is an old Persian saying 
that we would like to quote every day, but in our 
hearts we know that what we are experiencing is 
actually a NEW way of life. 

March 2020 brought in the COVID-19 pandemic 
which shook us all to the core. This has led to a 
sudden shift in the dynamics of our working life. 
Work from home, the “new normal” seems to be 
difficult for many, owing to a lack of space, internet 
connectivity issues and being homebound 24x7.

A large section of society is still finding it difficult to 
make ends meet; migrants being the worst hit. Small 
businesses shut shop overnight, resulting in job 
losses, retrenchments, etc., and to top it all, parents 
struggling with their children's school/college online 

demands. We, at St Anne Church, Mazagaon, though 
small in number, have still managed to do quite a bit.

•  The Holy Eucharist is streamed live every Sunday 
on  YouTube. The readings by the lectors and 
the hymns are pre-recorded and sent to the 
Church.

• PPC meetings every month and the Steering 
Committee meeting every quarter are being 
conducted via Zoom.

• Earlier on in the lockdown, a group of 
parishioners distributed bread, biscuits,  
bananas and water to the migrants at Jijamata 
Udyan and Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus 
(CST), for at least two weeks, going on  
alternate days.
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Antonette Vaz 
Parish SCC Coordinator, St Anne Church, Mazagaon

If any parish desires to share information about your SCCs,  
outreach through SCCs, photographs of your SCC activities,  

Core Group and/or cluster meetings on virtual platforms, etc.,  
send it to bombayscc@gmail.com. 

We shall post it on the SCC website.

PLEASE LOG ON TO THE UPDATED SCC WEBSITE:
https://www.mumbaiscc.in/

•  A group of parishioners accompanied a priest 
from our parish to Mangaon, a village badly 
affected by the cyclone, and distributed grain, 
toiletries, etc.

•  Parishioners have assisted the sick, helped with               
hospitalisation formalities, and looked after 
them at their homes as well.

•   Fr Lawrence Ferrao SJ, our Parish Priest,  
acommodated a number of the staff since the 
lockdown, and took great care of the senior 
priests at Arrupe Niwas, a home for retired 
priests.

•  Our youth did some commendable work during 
these months. They have been sanitising their 
buildings once a week.

•   The seniors were helped to pay their bills online, 
and were taught how to attend Holy Mass and 
other liturgical services online. This was  
much appreciated.

While the pandemic has turned our world upside 
down and shaken us out of our comfort zones,  it 
has brought about a few positives as well:

• Families are now spending quality time with  
    each other

• Household chores are being shared

• Prayer life has improved and increased

• Nature and the environment are greener  
    and cleaner.

However, let us not turn too complacent. As we 
move into the new normal, let us continue to be 
cautious and adhere to the safety norms, because:

OUR FAMILY IS OUR RESPONSIBILITY
SO KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON.

STAY HOME AND  
STAY SAFE.
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Sharan Iyer 
Parish SCC Coordinator, St Francis Xavier Church, Panvel

POSITIVE OUTCOMES OF THE PANDEMIC
The parishioners of St Francis Xavier Church, Panvel 
have experienced quite a few positive outcomes 
during this pandemic and lockdown. One of them 
is that it has brought our people together. Even 
though we have not been in physical contact with 
one another, none of us think twice before reaching 
out to those in need.

A case in point is of a family where the husband works 
in a hospital. He contracted the virus and was admitted 
in a hospital very far from his residence. His wife went 
through a difficult phase, managing their two young 
children, aged nine and two. Two days later, the elder 
child ran a fever, and the lady of the house panicked 
and reached out to the community. The members 
helped her by contacting the Panvel Mahanagar 
Palika and guiding her to the COVID Care Centre.  
The elder child too tested positive. Soon, she and 
the little one too developed fever, and were home-
quarantined. The SCC members provided them 
with all the assistance possible e.g. purchasing 
medicines, buying groceries and providing snacks. 

Most importantly, the community members provided 
emotional support by calling at regular intervals, 
never letting her feel alone, and giving her a chance 
to talk about her anxieties and problems. The family 
was very thankful and grateful to the Community.

We also helped support some Religious Sisters from 
Bandra by purchasing the pickles made by them. 
Financial aid was provided to some needy families, 
fees of some poor students were paid, and one SCC 
even reached out to the Bless Foundation Home 
caring for HIV-infected children. Financial support 
was also extended to people of other faiths; we tried 
to ensure that there was no one in want.

In addition, we have reached out to the bereaved 
families and prayed with them for the repose of their 
departed souls. Attending prayers and the Rosary 
conducted online have kept us together as a close 
knit family of St Francis Xavier Church, Panvel.

e2elinks is an initiative of  the Archdiocese of  Bombay designed to connect persons seeking gainful employment with 
employers and recruiters looking for suitably qualified personnel. This is an effort supported by professionals with rich 

experience in Management Consultancy, Finance, Marketing and Human Resources. The aim is to offer efficient and quick 
access to candidates to search jobs and post resumes, and enable employers to effectively source the required talent.
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Catholics from the city of Mumbai often mistake 
Korlai for “Kurla” at first hearing. They can’t be 
blamed for this unintentional error, since the 
village of Korlai which lies almost 150 km away 
from Mumbai is unfamiliar, and also eclipsed 
by its bigger and better known cousin, Alibaug. 
However, Korlai is one of the most unique and 
beautiful parishes of the Archdiocese of Bombay. 
A mission parish which has completed 308 
years of existence, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Church, Korlai ministers to approximately 233 
families or 1000 souls. The parishioners speak 
Creole/Kristi—a dialect which is a unique blend 
of Marathi and Portuguese found exclusively in  
this community.

The Catholic community emerged shortly after the 
arrival of the Portuguese over 300 years ago, but 
when the Marathas invaded the Portuguese fort at 
Chaul, this community had to cross the river and 
flee further south, so as to ensure survival. This is 
one of the reasons why this unique community is still 
largely unknown to the majority of the lay faithful  
in Mumbai. 

The year 2020 brought two herculean challenges 
– the COVID-19 pandemic and Cyclone Nisarga 
which made its landfall at Korlai on June 03, 
2020. Our first reaction was “O God, another 
disaster!” However, we eventually accepted it as 
a blessing in disguise. These two events brought 
us closer to God and to one another. COVID-19 
rendered people jobless, and forced them to 
stay indoors. Parishioners employed in the big 
city were forced to return to their native Korlai.  
Daily wage-earners were particularly hit hard. 
Quarantining them and helping them with 
essential supplies was a huge challenge. The parish 
church provided dry rations on four different 
occasions, and also assisted with finding and 
creating jobs. As we were getting accustomed to 
life under lockdown, another disaster struck in 
the form of Cyclone Nisarga. This fury of Nature 
really broke the resolve of the local people. Roofs 
were blown away, houses damaged, water and 
transport interrupted for days together, and no 
electricity for an entire month! Damaged phone 
and internet lines made life that much harder.

RESOLUTE IN THE FACE OF ADVERSITY

Fr Joe Borges 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, Korlai

But Korlai is built on a solid rock of biblical making. 
Though the wind blew and the storm came, it did 
not break the resolve of the people,because of the 
strong bonds that exist in the Small Christian 
Communities (SCCs). The parish is divided into 
five major zones, and every SCC is fully active 
and alive, with various programmes and activities, 
religious and social. The SCCs stepped in to help 
tide over the crisis created by this double blow. 

Firstly, in order to prevent the pandemic from  
entering the village, the youth of our parish  
sealed the village, denying access to outsiders. 
Secondly, people came forward spontaneously 
to help repair broken roofs and damaged 
homes, and shared their belongings with one 
another. They showed the same loving charity 
when it came to planting crops and harvesting.  
Thirdly, almost 35-40 families were provided 
with jobs. On the spiritual side too, every family 
could participate in the Holy Eucharist and the 
daily Rosary from the safety of their own homes, 
due to the speaker system installed in every area 
by the SCCs connected directly to the church. 
About 201 Nisarga Cyclone-affected families  
were helped through an NGO, irrespective of 
religious orientation.

It is the resolve of the local people and the strength 
of relationships in the SCCs that has delivered us 
from this crisis. We have emerged stronger, holier 
and closer to one another.
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ख्रिस्ती जतीवनामध य्े श्रद्ावं्ाला आनंदाचये व दःुखाचये 
अनभुव य्े् अस्ा्. आनंदाच्ा सम्ती एकत्र य्ेणये हये 
क्षख्णक अस य्े पण दःुखाच्ा प्रसंगती एकत्र आल्ानये घननष्ट 
ना य्ेसबंध प्रस्ापती् हो् अस्ा्. सखुानये जाऊन घ्ा व 
्पृ्त वहा. पण त्ांच्ा शरीराला पाहहजये य्े त्ांना ्मुही 
दये् नाही ्र त्ापासनू का् लाभ? श्रद्येबरोबर जर कृ्ती 
नसयेल ्र ्ो जात्ा ननख्जजिव आहये. पण कोलाजिई गावक-
्ांच्ा अं्ःकरणा् कृ्तीचती संजतीवनती पाहण्ाचा अनभुव 
मती ्ा काळामध य्े घये्ला.
कोवतीड 19 ् ा जागन्क महामारीला सामोरये जा् अस्ाना 
त्ाचये ववपरी् पररणाम गावा्तील बहुसंख् कुटंुबावर 
झालयेलये हदसलये. अनयेकांच्ा नोक-्ा गयेल्ा, व्वसा् 
ठपप झालये. आन्जिक वववंचनयेबरोबरच मानसतीक ्णाव 
वाढ् हो्ा पण अशा प्रसंगती गावा्तील मलुगामती ख्रिस्ती 
समहूाच्ा प्रयेरकांनती पढुाकार घयेऊन चचजिच्ा मद्तीनये 
उपयेक्षती् व गरज ू लोकांसाठी रयेशन, औषधये सारख्ा 
ननकडीच्ा वस् ू परुववल्ा, इ्कये च नवहये ्र कोरोना 
पासनू गावाचये संरक्षण वहावये महणनू ् टरक्षक बननू पहारा 
ठयेवला. अशा्च 3 जनू 2020 रोजती ननसगजि चक्रीवादळासारखये 

दसुरये महासंकट पढु्ा् उभये राहीलये. ्ामळुये अनयेकांचती घरये 
उधवस् झालती, मोठ्ा प्रमाणावर ववत्तहानती झालती. 
गावक-्ांनती अशाही पररख्स््ती् खचनू न जा्ा मोठ्ा 
ववश्ासानये गावाला उभारी दयेण्ासाठी एकत्र आलये. ज्ांच्ा 
घरांचती छपरये उडालती हो्ती व अऩ् नकुसान झालये हो य्े 
त्ासाठी सवाांनती सहका्जि कये लये. अनयेक सयेवाभावती संस्ाचये 
मद्तीचये हा् पढुये आलये व 201 कुटंुबाना आन्जिक मद् 
नमळालती. कसोटीच्ा प्रसंगा्नू श्रद्येमधनू पाझरणा-्ा 
आनंदाचा अनुभव कोलाजिईकरांनती घये्ला. ख्ज य्े कुठये संधती 
नमळयेल न् य्े आपण ख्रिस्ती आहो्, ह्ा सत्ाचती साक्ष 
आमच्ा मलुगामती सयेवकनयेत्ांनती का्ाजिद्ारये हदलती त्ाबद्दल 
य्े प्रशंससयेस पात्र आहये्.

्ा दोनही प्रसंगा्नू आपल्ाला बोध नमळ्ो करी, जतीवना् 
य्ेणा-्ा दःुखाला नकारातमक ववचारानये न पाह्ा 

सकारातमक दृष्टतीनये पाहावये, कारण ् ा दःुखाच्ा प्रसंगा्नूच 
आपल्ाला नवजतीवनाचा, नवचौ्न्ाचा अनभुव  
य्े् अस्ो.

- फा. ज्ो बोजजीस 
   कोरल् 

श्रद्येला कृ्तीचती जोड

उत्तन पालती – मलुगामती ख्रिस्ती समहुाद्ारये – श्रद्ा बांधणती
लडुसजि मा्ा चचजि- पालतीमध य्े एकूण नऊ वाडजि ववभागण्ा् 
आलयेलये आहये्. ्तीन वाडजि नमळून एक ववभाग असये 1. 
प्रयेमसागर, 2. द्ासागर, 3. शां्तीसागर. परं् ुकोणत्ाही 
का्जिक्म असो य्े वाडजि प्रमाणयेच हो् अस्ा्. मुंबई 
सरधमजिप्रां्ा्तील श्रद्ाबांधणती व त्ाद्ारये पररवार बांधणती 
उपक्मासाठी उत्तन पालती हये एक आदशजि धमजिग्ाम महणनू 
मान््ा पावलयेला आहये.
दर महहन्ाला मुलगामती ख्रिस्ती समाज सयेवकांचती सभा 
हो् अस य्े, नस. ननशा ह्ांनती मलुगामती ख्रिस्ती समहुाचये 
मखु् उहद्दष्ट हये सपष्ट कर्ाना सांनग्लये करी, ह्ा समहुाद्ारये 
संपणूजि वाडजि आख्ण गाव पररवार एकत्र आणणये, एकमयेकांचती 
ओळख करुन घयेणये, एकमयेकावना मद् करणये, लहान-
लहान वाडजिचती हकंवा गटांचती ननमजी्ती करणये, एखाद्ा 
प्रसंगानसुार का्जिक्माचये नन्ोजन व आ्ोजन करून 
एकवत्र् य्ेऊन संघटी् होणये असये का्जिक्म राबववणये 
काळाचती गरज आहये. “No One in Want” ही कलपना 
सवजि वाडजि सयेवकांना सपष्ट करून गरीब व गरज ूकुटंूवब्ांना 
मद् करण्ास आवहान कये लये.
श्रद्ाबांधणतीचये काही महतवाचये का्जिक्म जानयेवारी 2020 
च्ा दसु-्ा आठवड्ामध य्े धमजिग्ाम पाळकरी् सनम्ती, 
प्रमखु वाडजिसयेवक नये य्े, ् वुा मंडळांचये पदानधकारी, गावकरीचये 

पदानधकारी, सोडानलटीच्ा काही ठराववक महहला, ह्ांना 
पुवजि कलपना दयेऊन चचजिच्ा आवारा् संध्ाकाळी 
बोलववण्ा् आलये हो य्े. दु् ाच्ा मरर य्ेला संदयेश ह्ा आवये 
मरर य्ेच्ा प्रा्जिनयेनये का्जिक्माला सरुुवा् करण्ा् आलती. 
प्रत य्ेकाच्ा हा्ा् मयेणबत्तती दयेऊन प्रकानश् करण्ा् 
आलती. पयेट्ती मयेणबत्तती हा्ा् धरून चचजि लग् परीसरा् 
नमरवणकु काढण्ा् आलती. दृहढकरण संसकार घयेणा-्ा 
ववद्ा्जी व ववद्ा्थींनती ह्ा का्जिक्माचये मखु् आकषजिण 
हो य्े. प्रमखु धमजिगुरू रयेवह. फा. एडवतीन गौ-्ा ह्ांनती 
प्रास्ाववक हदलये आख्ण 2000 मध य्े नसनडचये उहदष्टये सपष्ट 
कये लये. प्रा्जिना व गती् गा्नाद्ारये पररसर प्रा्जिनाम् झाला. 
चचजिच्ा रंगमंचावर श्रती. सयेबयेसटीन हदनतीस ह्ांनती श्रद्ाबांधणती 
व पररवार बांधणती ववष्ती ्ोडक्ा् माहह्ती हदलती. 
फादरांच्ा आनशवाजिदानये का्जिक्माचती सांग्ा करण्ा् 
आलती.
फये ब्ुवारी ऑनलाईन माचजि महहन्ापासून लॉकडाऊन सरुू 
झालये. त्ामळुये का्जिक्माचये नन्ोजन – आ्ोजन अस्ाना 
दयेखतील का्जिक्म करू शकलो नाही. जलु ै 2020 ह्ा 
महहण्ा् वाडजि लयेवलवर्ती वाडजि सयेवक नयेत्ांनती जबाबदार 
घयेऊन आख्ण कोवहीड 19 चये नन्म पाळून मा्-ृवप् ृहदन 
का्जिक्म ऑनलाईन साजरा करण्ा् आला. ऑगसट 
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महहण्ा् धमजिगुरंूच्ा आश्र्दा्ा सं् वव्ानतीच्ा 
सणानननमत्त सवजि धमजिगुरंूसाठी ववशयेष प्रा्जिना व पववत्र 
नमससा अपजिण करण्ा् आला. त्ाकरी्ा अनधक लोकांना 
सहभागती हो्ा ्ावये महणनू धमजिग्ामाच्ा पररसरामध य्े 
साऊंड नससटमचती व्वस्ा करण्ा् आलती. एरवती लोक 
चचजिमध य्े नमससाला ् ा्चती पण ह्ा वयेळी लोक आपापल्ा 
घरा् पररवारासोब् भक्रीभावानये पववत्र नमससयेमध य्े 
सहभाग दाखवला. लोकांच्ा ववश्ास वाढला. महणनू 
पढुील प्रत य्ेक का्जिक्म अश्ाचप्रकारये राबववण्ाचा ननधाजिर 
कये ला गयेला.
सपटेंबर 2020 ह्ा महहन्ा् पववत्र मरर य्ेच्ा 
वाढहदवसाच्ा सोहळा साजरा करण्ासाठी नऊ हदवसांचये 
नोवहयेनासाठी पववत्र नमससा व प्रवचन दयेण्ा् आलये. ह्ा 
वयेळी दयेखतील आपापल्ा घरा् आल्ारासमोर बसनू भक्री 
भावनयेनये सहभाग दशजिववला. ऑकटोबर 2020 ह्ा 
महहण्ाच्ा सुरुवा्तीला बाळ य्ेशचूये लहान फुल सं् 
य्ेरयेजाच्ा सण साजरा करण्ा् आला. सोडालतीटीच्ा 

मलुती खरये पाह्ा चचजिमधनू गुलाबाच्ा फुलाचये वाटप 
कर्ा्. परं् ुह्ा वषजी ह्ा मलुतंीनती ्ोडांवर मासक लावून 

हा् सॅनतीटाईजर नये धवुनू प्रत य्ेक घरोघरी जाऊन आशतीवाजिद 
कये लयेलये गुलाबाचये वाटप कये लये. त्ा मलुतंीच्ा रूपा् सं् 
य्ेरयेजाचये बाळ य्ेशचूये नचमकुलये फुल बननु आशतीवाजिद 

दयेण्ासाठी घराघरा् आल्ाच्ा एक दैवती अनभुव आलये 
हो य्े. नोवहेंबर 2020 महहन्ा् सवजि सं्ाच्ा सणाचा 
हदवस व सवजि मृ् ातम्ांचा हदवस पववत्र नमससा व 
प्रा्जिनयेद्ारये साजरा करण्ा् आलये.
ऑकटोबर महहना हो रोझरीचा असल्ामुळये ववशयेष का्जिक्म 
प्रत य्ेक वाडजिद्ारये प्रत य्ेक घरा् पववत्र मरर य्ेचती इमयेज ठयेऊन 
भक्रीभावानये रोझरीचती प्रा्जिना सादर करण्ा् आही. एवप्रल 
य्े ऑकटोबर महहण्ा् “No One in Want”  हये ध य्े् 

लक्षा् ठयेऊन आमच्ा पॅरीशमधतील गरीब व गरजवं् 
कुटंुवब्ांना रॅशनचती सो् अनयेक दानशरू व्क्रंीकडून 
उपलबद करून वाडजिसयेवक नयेत्ांच्ा सह्ोगानये एकूण 
1,260 कुटंुवब्ांना हदलये आहये.

- नस. ननशा वयेगस
अवर लयेडी ऑफ लडुसजि चचजि,

      उत्तन पालती

TRIBUTE
A  Tribute  to our beloved  Fr  Anthony Cardozo CSsR

Fr Anthony Cardozo CSsR, 
popularly known as Fr Tony, was 
a man for the people – simple, 
humble, loving, bursting with 
zeal and a burning desire to  
wempower others. 

His modus operandi was visiting. 
During his six-year stint as Parish 
Priest of Our Lady of Perpetual 
Succour Church, Chembur, he had 
visited every family at least three to  
four times. 

My association with him was 
on two fronts – Small Christian 
Communities (SCCs) and Family Enrichment.  
He devoted himself to fostering both movements. He 
was always allotted the role of ‘Priest Coordinator’ 
for both movements. He was a firm believer in 
training. Every few months, he would organise 
parish or deanery training programmes. Animating 
SCCs, Gospel sharing, Visiting, Empathy, Problem-

solving, Confrontation and 
Marital Conflicts, Male-Female 
brain differences and Meeting 
Skills were some of the topics he 
covered. He was willing to go to 
any extent to get the programme 
going – telephone calls, visiting 
priests to get their cooperation, 
and even visiting individual 
parishioners in their homes. 
When some individuals could 
not afford the enrolment fees, he 
would find sponsors for them.

He was a member of the FILMC 
(Formation and Involvement of the Laity in the 
Mission of the Church) Team. He was faithful 
not only in attending the meetings, but also in 
implementing its plans. 

Fr Tony was very warm and hospitable. Whenever 
he invited me, whether for a Steering Committee 
meeting or a training programme, he would 
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ensure that I had a good lunch or dinner. During 
programmes, he would ensure that the snacks were 
tasty and delicious.

Fr Tony enjoyed good health his entire life.  
He hardly ever visited a doctor. Faith in God, service 

to humanity and a positive outlook was his mantra. 
His emotions were mostly positive. He did not carry 
a grudge or grievance. 
He will be remembered by many for a long time.

Fr Patrick D’Mello 
Laity Training Centre, Marol    
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D
es
ig
n:

QUARTERLY REPORTS FOR THE PERIOD OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2020
The covering letter, along with all the SCC reports, should be sent

through the official parish e-mail id to:  
bombayscc@gmail.com,  

by January 15, 2021.


