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Lord, help us to learn from you… 

As Palm Sunday falls on March 28, 2021, the Church Universal invites us to join in the commemoration of 
the event of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, leading up to Our Lord’s Passion, Death and Resurrection. As we 
listen to the gospel passage (during the blessing of palms) that tells how the people welcomed Jesus into 
Jerusalem with shouts of ‘Hosanna to the King’, we understand their need of a rallying force, a person they 
could pin their hopes on. Jesus did not get swayed by the popular demand; He knew the same voices would 
be raised a few days later in cries of “Away with him! Crucify him!” 

This is a good learning for all of us in the world today; in our workplaces, in our SCCs, and in our 
interaction with others, are we seeking popularity, recognition from others, wanting our egos to be 
massaged? LET US NOT BE IN WANT of that!! 

It is also important that we keep our gaze focused on Jesus; we need Him more than ever today in 
2021, with its daily uncertainty, coronavirus mutants, economic constraints, etc. This is probably 
the best of times for evangelization – spreading the Good News to our neighbours (by our prayer, 
actions and our works of charity) that Jesus has conquered death, that He restored our eternal 
home to us by the events of Holy Week. It is indeed sad that many people have not had a chance to 
know Jesus yet!  

As we come to MAUNDY THURSDAY – the day that Jesus instituted the Sacraments of the Eucharist and 
the priesthood, and most importantly, showed us by example what it means to be a LEADER – humility and 
service – as he washed the feet of His Apostles. 

This is what corporates are drilling into their upper management teams, and definitely what each of us 
involved in Church ministry of some type must practise all the time: SERVANT LEADERSHIP. 

I appreciate this aspect of religious congregations - every three to six years, a new Provincial is appointed, 
and the previous holder of the title moves into the province in a new role, often unconnected with the office 
he/she held. Some of us laypersons find it difficult to move on, from positions in the PPC, Steering 
Committee, etc. Some of us may even make it difficult for the new leader to settle in, refusing to share 
information, hand over charge, etc. Passing on the baton is not easy; may we not be in want of humility, as 
we ask Jesus for His help. 

I propose that we put in our best efforts to ensure the following: 

• Our own regular participation in the Eucharistic celebration (and receiving the Body of Christ in 
communion, as often as possible); we shall never be in want of His grace and strength to carry 
out His mission. 

• Mentor at least two people per year in our area community, as a second line of leadership; 
identify them in prayer – personal prayer and as a core group. 3 

• Support the young people and children in our SCC, guiding them in the way of Christ, bringing 
them to a fuller understanding of their faith practices. Involve them in some way this year, 
rather than waiting for the ‘perfect time’. 

GOOD FRIDAY is when I get calls from colleagues of other faiths who greet me with “Happy Good 
Friday!” I stopped correcting them some years ago, when I heard a Three Hours’ Agony preacher highlight 
the fact that Good Friday was necessary for EASTER Sunday.  
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If you began a personal or family period of fasting, prayer and almsgiving on Ash Wednesday, this is the 
culminating climax. “As a lamb led to the slaughterhouse…”; the first reading of Good Friday (Isaiah) 
reminds us that Jesus, the suffering servant, the Lamb of God, had a purpose that took Him to Calvary. Our 
salvation did not come cheap!  

And yet, many of us fail to understand that we must learn from Jesus – to get involved in the social 
issues of our time, to make a difference to our locality, our parish, our city. This Good Friday, let us 
look out for three people IN WANT – of material aid, a listening ear, a shoulder to lean on…3 

Easter Vigil is the richest liturgical service of the year. As we recall God’s goodness through history, we see 
how He has been with us too through the past 12 months… protecting, guiding, inspiring, strengthening us. 
May we reach out to those who are in want of that same protection, guidance, inspiration and strength, 
sharing what God gives us in abundance at Easter! 

As we celebrate the greatest week of the year and prepare for the greatest feast of our calendar viz. Easter 
(April 4, 2021), let us draw inspiration from the liturgical celebrations, the rich readings and the imagery of 
these days to become leaders who serve without looking for our own benefit, who go beyond the bare 
minimum, who choose to “dirty our hands” and “smell of the sheep”! 

There is so much available today – online and offline – that none of us can claim to be in want of spiritual 
material to nourish our soul. For starters, visit the website https://www.archdioceseofbombay.org/ or the 
Archdiocese of Bombay YouTube channel or download the app. 

On a personal note, some 22 years ago, I chose to focus on contentment as one of the goals of my marriage. 
I am currently using Archbishop Fulton Sheen’s comment as my email footer:  

 Contentment is the virtue of being satisfied with whatever condition in which we find ourselves.  
It has helped me overcome the WANTS, appreciating that I can meet my NEEDS, and learning to be 
satisfied even if some of those needs are not fulfilled immediately. 

May our contentment with life, fuelled by our faith in the Risen Christ, lead us to celebrate a Happy Easter! 

Prepared by Adrian Rosario, Member of ART for SCCs 

 

Questions for reflection: 

1. What aspect of the paper struck me especially? 
2. Share how you can evangelise in your own sphere of life. 
3. Identify the people IN WANT of material aid, a listening ear, a shoulder to lean on… as well as the 

two persons you will mentor… AND REACH OUT TO THEM TODAY! 

 


