
Archdiocese of Bombay    SCC Discussion Paper – Nov. 2021 

Website: www.mumbaiscc.in  email: bombayscc@gmail.com 

 

SERVICE AND GENEROSITY 

 

1. Introduction: Service and Generosity are two qualities that characterise a loving person. 

There are many who serve, and many who give. In a Christian context, and especially in the 

context of the Christian Family, Service and Generosity must reflect ‘self-giving’. We are 

challenged to examine our attitudes in this regard. Is my act of service and generosity an act 

of self-giving, or is it very subtly seeking praise and recognition? What is my attitude to 

possessions? What am I not willing to part with? 

(A few moments of silence) 

2. Scripture Reading: (to be read by a member of the family)  

1. Matthew 19:16-22 – The Rich Young Man.  2. Mark 12:41-44 – The Widow’s mite 

3. Reflection: The rich young man of the Gospel was probably aware of Jesus’ remark as He 

watched the widow drop her two coins into the Temple Treasury. It left him confused. He 

was a genuine seeker, and came to Jesus asking what he needed to do to gain eternal life. We 

know that he left with a heavy heart after hearing Jesus’ reply. It has been said that ‘a good 

man gives a little out of the abundance that he has; a saint gives in abundance from the little 

that he/she has.’  It is easy to part with a small fraction of what we have in abundance. It 

causes us little inconvenience, and we do not mind that. It is so different from the attitude of 

Jesus. He did not think equality with God something to be clung to, but emptied Himself. 

When His act of self-giving was complete, it was not only unrecognised, but He was put to 

death. Jesus remains ‘untouched’ by rejection and ingratitude. This reveals the genuineness 

of self-giving. He forgives.  

Our reaction to the apparent ingratitude and lack of recognition from others for our acts of 

generosity and service may well indicate that these have subtly been self-seeking. We often 

feel our children are ‘ungrateful’ for what we have done for them, merely because they 

choose to live their lives differently from what we had planned for them. The apparent 

ingratitude of others may make us sad, but it should never make us become resentful. 

As regards possessions, the term goes beyond mere wealth and assets. We often want to 

safeguard our time and personal space. We stubbornly hold on to our opinions, cling to our 

prejudices. Unwilling to give in, not being generous in our judgment of others, we close the 

door to forgiveness. By not forgiving, we curiously fail to enrich ourselves and impoverish 

our family relationships.  
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4. References from Amoris Laetitia #93 and #101: 

93. The next word that Paul uses is chrestéuetai. The word is used only here in the entire 

Bible. It is derived from chrestós: a good person, one who shows his goodness by his deeds. 

Here, in strict parallelism with the preceding verb, it serves as a complement. Paul wants to 

make it clear that “patience” is not a completely passive attitude, but one accompanied by 

activity, by a dynamic and creative interaction with others. The word indicates that love 

benefits and helps others. For this reason it is translated as “kind”; love is ever ready to be of 

assistance.  

101. We have repeatedly said that to love another, we must first love ourselves. Paul’s hymn 

to love, however, states that love “does not seek its own interest”, nor “seek what is its 

own”. This same idea is expressed in another text: “Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of others” (Phil 2:4). The Bible makes it clear that 

generously serving others is far more noble than loving ourselves. Loving ourselves is only 

important as a psychological prerequisite for being able to love others: “If a man is mean to 

himself, to whom will he be generous? No one is meaner than the man who is grudging to 

himself” (Sir 14:5-6). 

5. Activity:  

1. Kindness begins at home; how can we begin to serve each other and be generous 
with each other in our homes? Give concrete examples of your own family members 
being kind and generous towards each other.  

2. Many families have disputes over property or financial matters. How can families 
overcome disputes by building up an attitude of kindness and generosity towards 
each other? 

3. Every family member is invited to think of one concrete act - small or big - of 
generosity and kindness towards other family members. 

4. Every family is invited to think of one concrete act of kindness and generosity 
towards another family in the neighbourhood facing difficulties; this expression of 
generosity must be executed as soon as possible.  
 

6. Conclusion: Prayerfully read out this prayer, based on texts from “The Prophet” (Kahlil Gibran) 

Lord, give us the Wisdom to understand that ‘it is only when we give of ourselves that we truly 
give, and that we give little when we give of our possessions. Our possessions are but the 
things we keep and guard, for fear we may need them tomorrow. May we understand that 
when we give from the much that we have, we give it for recognition and our hidden desire 
makes our gift unwholesome. Teach us to give with joy, and let that joy be our only reward. 
May we be like the trees of the orchard which give fruit even to the undeserving.’ Teach us to 
be like you Father, ‘who cause the sun to rise on good and bad alike, and send the rain on the 
innocent as well as the wicked.’ May there be no limit to our goodness, as your heavenly 
goodness knows no bounds. (Mt. 5:45, 48). AMEN. 
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